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Executive Summary  
 

The Battle Green Area is a complex landscape fabric of open space, buildings, graves, 

monuments, signs, streets, site furnishings, vegetation and archaeological resources 

shaped by our cultural values over three centuries.  It serves as town Common and 

National Landmark, and as such, responds to the daily lives of Lexingtonians and the 

singular visits of people from around the world.  The goal of this Master Plan is to 

provide the next important step in comprehensive planning for the Battle Green Area.  

Based on the recommendations of previous reports and the data compiled from public 

hearings and citizen surveys, this report offers recommendations for defining the Battle 

Green Area, unifying its design standards, and providing guidelines for its long-term 

stewardship.  The Plan has been written as a blueprint for guiding changes to the Battle 

Green Area over the next 5-10 years.  It offers definitive recommendations for change 

organized by short, medium and long term goals.  In other cases, such as parking and 

traffic control, more study is required in order to make appropriate, informed decisions.  

In these cases, the plan makes recommendations for additional study, presenting 

information to inform and guide this additional work.  The Selectmen will ultimately be 

responsible for final decisions presented in this document. 

 

First, the Master Plan recommends broadening the definition of the Battle Green to 

incorporate the other public spaces around the Green itself.  The proposed Battle Green 

Area boundaries encompass the town owned properties and historic sites that surround 

the Battle Green, including Belfry Hill, Ye Olde Burying Ground, the Buckman Tavern, 

Lexington Visitor Center and the streets and streetscapes that enframe the Green.  The 

plan recognizes the importance of the Battle Green gateways ï those intersections where 

you catch your first glimpse the Battle Green.   Most importantly, this plan seeks to 

understand the tools and techniques which can enhance the Battle Green as a special, 

hallowed ground, distinct and unique from all other public open spaces in Lexington.   

 

Second, the historic overview includes images and photographs which inform the 

landscape vocabulary of the Battle Green Area and offer site-specific historic references 

to inform our choices for design standards.  From this historic overview, character-

defining features are identified that help us to understand the features which are static 

(remain unchanged) and variable (could be changed) within the Battle Green Area. 

Guiding principles define todayôs cultural values that shape the planôs recommendations.  

 

To ensure comprehensive oversight of the Battle Green Area, a Battle Green Area 

Advisory Committee is proposed whose charge is to facilitate communication and help to 

inform the Board of Selectmen and the Historic Districts Commission on their decisions 

related to the Battle Green Area.  It is this Advisory Committee that will take the 

recommendations and action items identified in this report and move them forward, 

including the continued support of ongoing efforts such as the interpretation and signage 

program.     
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The Master Plan analyzes the opportunities for linking the Battle Green to its surrounding 

historic resources and to its larger role within the Town of Lexington and the Battle Road 

corridor.  The Plan analyzes existing site conditions, including paving materials, the 

condition of monuments and memorials, vegetation, site furnishings and signage.  With 

an understanding of its past appearance and its evolution of landscape treatments, the 

Plan establishes design standards for these elements and the budgetary requirements for 

their implementation.  Opportunities for linking private and public funding sources 

follow to support these implementation efforts follow.   

 

Though many recommendations for specific changes within the Battle Green Area are 

identified, the issue of parking, traffic calming and safe pedestrian access requires further 

study, and should be the next step in preservation planning for the Battle Green Area.  

This study is crucial in creating a safe, accessible blending of people and vehicles in this 

busy village center.  

 

Accommodating multiple uses within a landscape that functions both as Lexingtonôs 

town common and a national shrine is a complex weaving of people and place. The Plan 

reviews the existing Rules and Regulations governing activities on the Battle Green and 

makes recommendations for revising these rules to recognize the expanded definition of 

the Battle Green Area and to offer changes that clarify appropriate uses and their 

enforcement. 

 

Finally, the Master Plan prioritizes the recommended changes for the Battle Green Area 

into short, medium and long-term goals.  These priorities will help to organize and 

effectively implement the recommendations in this Master Plan.  The Board of Selectmen 

retains the authority to reprioritize these recommendations and approve changes as 

proposed in this document.  The Historic Districts Commission will need to approve all 

recommended design changes. Requests for funding and changes to budget and timeline 

will have to be brought to Town Meeting for public vote since they are the appropriating 

authority for all fiscal expenditures. By enhancing the beauty and meaning of this sacred 

space, reinforcing its symbolic and spiritual values, unifying its vocabulary, and 

enforcing its appropriate use, the Battle Green Area can claim its rightful place as one of 

our most important national shrines where American ideals and our definition of freedom 

were created, and as Lexingtonôs Town Common where the everyday rights of its 

individual citizens is celebrated.   
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Background  
 

As part of a state-wide town commons grant initiative, Walter Cudnohufsky Associates 

(2001) prepared a series of recommendations based on a public charrette designed to 

gather and focus citizen opinions about the Battle Green.  The study was a result of a 

Historic Preservation Grant from the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 

Management.  Among the twenty-six town commons assessed during the state-wide 

initiative, Lexingtonôs common was unique in that it ñserves a local and national 

purpose.ò
1
  The biggest challenge identified by the consultants was that ñin addition to 

being a central public open space for town, the Battle Green is a national shrine, an 

important historical marker from the beginning of our nation.ò
2
  According to the study, 

the biggest single issue needing attention was to identify and enforce appropriate uses for 

the Battle Green.  Part of the study included a public charrette in which Lexington 

citizens identified the highest priority as ñinterpreting the site in a coherent, legible and 

consistent manner.ò
3
  The report also identified that the ñlack of a broad-based 

coordinated stewardship of the siteò creating óturf wars,ô and a fractured approach.
4
   The 

two solutions proposed by the study were to 1) create a comprehensive planning effort 

and 2) to create an oversight committee with the authority to coordinate all decisions and 

integrate community viewpoints.  Their final report was received by the Board of 

Selectman on May 1, 2001.   

 

In the years that followed, citizen-led interest groups continued the process of developing 

a Master Plan for the Battle Green.  New signs were proposed for the Battle Green and 

many extraneous street and safety signs were removed.  Monuments in Ye Olde Burying 

Ground were conserved, and conservation of monuments on the Battle Green is proposed 

for 2011.  In 2009 the Selectmen authorized the Tourism Committee follow an approved 

planning process to work with all interested staff, committees and citizens to propose a 

comprehensive plan for approval.  The master planning process was to be inclusive of 

every citizen of Lexington who wished to be consulted.  As part of this effort, a citizen-

led working group created a survey and gathered data and comments at multiple public 

hearings held throughout the community.  This data and several public meetings 

throughout the Master Planning process shaped the decisions presented in this Master 

Plan.   

 

In 2010 the Community Preservation Committee appropriated $25,000 to have the 

Tourism Committee hire a consultant to prepare a master plan. Past Designs LLC was 

hired in September, 2010 to prepare the Master Plan. 

 

The Goals of the Master Plan were to: 

 

1. Decide what do we want the Battle Green to be? 

a. Currently used for historic, recreational and as a meeting place.  Are 

all those uses appropriate? If so, how do we balance those uses? 

b. Should it only be a Historic representation of the Battle era? 
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c. Do we see it as a Town common for multiple purposes? 

d. Should it be a place that accommodates periods of special 

significance/layers of history? 

e. Other suggestions. [After much public input, the Master Plan 

recommends that the Battle Green continue as both a Town Common 

and an important historic site, with activities appropriate for both] 

2. Create a Master Plan that includes broad community input and contains 

immediate, intermediate and long-term visions. [One public charrette and 

open working group hearings were held in preparation of this plan; the 

working group surveyed 324 individuals and held 19 information gathering 

sessions with Town organizations and events; A draft of the Master Plan was 

uploaded to the Town website for public review and comment; Prioritized 

goals for the Master Plan are included in the final pages of the Master Plan.] 

3. Develop an annotated bibliography of all prior reports/resources on the Battle 

Green. [This bibliography is included at the end of this report.] 

4. Review the Battle Green Rules and Regulations and incorporate an updated 

set for approval as part of the Master Plan. [A draft recommendation for Battle 

Green Area Rules and Regulations is included in this report but approval of 

the Master Plan does not include approval of the suggested changes to the 

Rules and Regulations; Approvals for any changes to the Rules and 

Regulations will be done by the Board of Selectmen under separate action.] 

5. Identify a funding strategy including public and private funding sources to 

implement the plan. [A proposed budget, based on recommendations found 

with the Master Plan has been prepared in this report as well as a list of 

potential funding sources.  Changes to the report recommendations will 

necessitate changes to the budget; an annual Town Meeting appropriation 

will be required for any Town-funded portion of this Master Plan.] 

6. Put in place a stewardship structure/oversight committee to ensure the plan is 

followed. [The Master Plan includes a draft recommendation for a Battle 

Green Area Oversight Committee for consideration by the Board of 

Selectmen.] 

7. Obtain approval of the Selectmen and possibly Town Meeting as the guiding 

document for decisions regarding the Battle Green. [This Master Plan is being 

sent to the Board of Selectmen for approval.  A funding appropriation for 

immediate needs has been proposed for FY 2012.]  5 

 

The process was designed to include regular reports back to the Board of Selectmen, to 

be a broad and inclusive public process, to be a thorough review of prior work and 

reports on the Battle Green, and to look at models used by other communities. 

 

Specifically, the Master Plan needed to address the following specific questions.  The 

answers to these questions, found in the document which follows, are briefly addressed 

with the brackets [ ] following each question: 

 

1. What area should define the Battle Green?  (i.e. the Green itself, the area around 

the Tavern and Visitor Center? Ye Olde Burying Ground? The streets 
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surrounding the Green?)  [The Master Plan has identified a boundary 

surrounding and including the Battle Green and its adjacent, publicly-owned 

areas.]  

2. Who will be the oversight committee to help the Selectmen ensure that the 

Master Plan, once approved, is followed? [The Master Plan includes a draft 

charge for the Ad Hoc Battle Green Area Advisory Committee.] 

3. What uses should be allowed on the Battle Green? [The Master Plan includes 

draft revisions to the Battle Green Area Rules and Regulations for consideration 

by the Selectmen.] 

4. Should traffic be diverted from the Battle Green Area? [Traffic and parking 

issues in the Battle Green Area are complex, and could not be solved easily with 

the scope of the consultantôs contract.  A study of parking needs in Lexington 

Center was underway during the preparation of the Master Plan.  The Master 

Plan recommends that this study be expanded to include the Battle Green Area 

and that parking and traffic issues be considered in their entirely as part of this 

larger, comprehensive traffic planning study.] 

5. Are the so-called temporary traffic islands working, and if so, would they be 

made permanent? [The traffic islands are working, but should be considered as 

part of the larger traffic and parking study identified in question 4.] 

6. What issues should be considered regarding the Statue?  (Should flowers 

continue in the water trough?  Should the statue be moved back from the road?) 

[The Master Plan recommends that the Hayes Fountain be restored to its original 

condition, including a working fountain/water trough, and that flowers be moved 

to the base of the statue and other appropriate areas of the Battle Green Area.] 

7. Should parking be prohibited around the Battle Green? [This issue is related to 

questions 4 and 5, and will be decided upon completion of the traffic and parking 

study.  The Master Plan does recommend that if parking is change, no parking 

spaces be eliminated, and that adequate provisions are made for free parking 

spaces and bus parking within the downtown area within a short distance of the 

Battle Green. ] 

8. Should the Belfry be moved back to the Battle Green? [The Master Plan 

recommends that the Belfry remain in its present location.] 

9. What about the Meeting House?  Should that be represented on the Green 

through a replica, footprint or other means? [The Master Plan recommends that 

the current monument is sufficient reference for the Meeting house.   The Battle 

Greenôs role as a contemporary town common supersedes any effort to interpret 

it to a single historic event or historic era.] 

 

In addition to providing answers to these questions, the Master Plan needed to address 

issues related to the following [these are addressed under their appropriate headings 

within the body of this document]: 

 

1. Design coherence, including recommendations for light standards, trees, 

landscaping, pathway materials, benches, monuments, memorials, and signage 

2. Traffic plans 

3. Appropriate uses, including games, picnics, tours 
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4. Tour buses 

5. Parking around the Battle Green 

6. Flagpole 

7. Maintenance schedule 

8. Other Tourist enhancements 

9. Connectivity to adjacent areas, especially Lexington Center. 

 

The recommendations that follow were designed to create a unified vision for the Battle 

Green for the next 5-10 years and provide the framework for what the area should look 

like in 50 years.  Its successful implementation, however, will require the approval of the 

Selectmen design review by the Historic Districts Commission, the funding support of its 

citizenry, and its implementation by Lexingtonôs staff. 

 

This document is intended to serve as the next milestone in planning and stewardship of 

the Battle Green as the town looks to celebrate its 300
th
 anniversary.  Based on the 

Cudnohufsky report and its subsequent citizen input, the report seeks to take its citizen-

directed findings and turn them into a plan of action that can appropriately guide the 

management and governance of the Battle Green into the next decades.  The plan creates 

an effective vehicle for change, and for consistency in its stewardship, that recognizes 

that the Battle Green needs to continue to evolve to meet the needs of both its citizenry 

and its visitors while protecting its significance as a national landmark.  Rather than 

creating a static preservation plan, this document is intended as a blueprint for 

stewardship that provides clear direction while remaining as dynamic as its subject and as 

impassioned as its overseers.   
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Introduction  
 

Located at the physical and spiritual heart of Lexington, the Battle Green serves as both 

town common and national shrine.  Events in 1775 transformed this meeting house green 

from commonly held pasture and muster ground to battleground and graveyard, 

catapulting its importance from a physical space to a national shrine.  This green space is 

more than a public park, it is a landscape imbued with symbols of patriotism and the 

national ideals that were born here.  As such, it is a sacred and spiritual space, reflecting 

the cultural values that shaped a nation. Yet the Battle Green serves an equally important 

role as Lexingtonôs Town Common, a public space shared by all where monumental 

events of twenty-first century life are embraced. 

Residents of Lexington understand the special significance of the Battle Green.  Each 

community member can relate the moment when they were moved by the symbolism of 

what happened here.  Yet their daily lives move in and around this special space as 

casually as in any other Massachusetts community.  The Battle Green continues its role 

as a town common, though its significance requires a higher standard of care and scrutiny 

to ensure respect for the events that occurred here. 

 

Lexington is founded on a call to community action.  As such, its long tradition of an 

individualôs right to express opinion and vote on town affairs has created a community 

that cares deeply about its public spaces, and the rights of individuals to shape its policies 

and standards.  To this end, this master plan has been developed as a product of its 

citizenry and their opinions about both the physical appearance of the Battle Green and 

its long-term governance.   

 

Today the Battle Green is a compilation of walks, plantings, greensward and monuments, 

blended in a complicated web of buildings and streets that define Lexington center.  

Monuments and memorial markers from 1799 to the present spring up through the 

greensward.  Small picnics and casual games mix with historic tours.  The surrounding 

buildings serve as house museums, visitor center, family homes, local churches, town 

library and public hall.  Tourist buses and visitor cars pulse along the streets which edge 

the Battle Green, slowing frustrated citizens driving the course of their daily lives.  It is 

this ebb and flow of daily life in Lexington which remains consistent throughout its 

history, though its pace has quickened with its rising population.  This was a New 

England community founded on farming, family and church not unlike other 

Massachusetts towns when the events of 1775 changed the course of history and brought 

Lexington from obscurity to national focus. 

 

 

The recommendations that follow were designed to create a unified vision for the Battle 

Green for the next 5-10 years and provide the framework for what the area should look 

like in 50 years.  Its successful implementation, however, will require the approval of the 

Selectmen, endorsement by Town Meeting, the support of its citizenry, design review by 

the Historic Districts Commission, and its implementation by the Battle Green Advisory 

Committee. 
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The jurisdictional authority for the Battle Green is clearly defined.  According to Town 

By-Law, the Board of Selectman governs its use, and enforces its rules and regulations. 

They hold the ultimate responsibility for its care and its management.  Under State 

statute, the Historic Districts Commission controls its appearance (except for landscape 

plantings).  The Historic Districts Commissionôs decisions take precedence over the 

views of the Board of Selectmen in matters under its jurisdiction.
6
  In addition, there are 

many groups and individuals who have an important stake in the Battle Green and the 

activities that occur there. The Tourism Committee is responsible for managing and 

promoting its visitation.  The Cary Memorial Library and the Town Clerkôs office house 

its archives.  The Tree Committee works with the Superintendent of Grounds to manage 

the tree program.  Other town committees serve their individual roles.  The Chamber of 

Commerce runs the Visitor Center.  The Lexington Historical Society manages Buckman 

Tavern though a long-term care arrangement with the Town of Lexington.  The 

Lexington Minute Men, the British 10
th
 Regiment of Foot, the Town Celebrations 

Committee, abutting homeowners and churches, and neighborhood associations are all 

deeply affected by decisions made about the Battle Green.  The Town staff is responsible 

for design, installation and maintenance of its landscape, its roads, and its infrastructure.  

Managed by committee, with policies shaped by its citizenry, this national shrine is a 

complex piece of real estate.  

 

The Battle Green and its surrounding historic properties is a very special place, different 

from other public parks and recreational fields in Lexington.  As such, some activities 

and events might not be as appropriate here as they are in other public open spaces.  

Building a cohesive and coordinated design standard for this area, rooted in its historic 

landscape vocabulary, can help to visually define this area and set it apart from other 

parks.  Enforcing its rules and regulations will enforce its proper use and respect.   

 

The chapters which follow guide the coordinated stewardship of this important resource, 

and the area that surrounds it, identifying specific improvements to sensitively furnish, 

interpret and protect the Battle Green and its users.  Included are specific 

recommendations for site improvements, including proposed treatments for lighting, 

interpretation, path surfaces, parking, pedestrian access, monument preservation and 

vegetation management designed to meet the needs of the Battle Green Area for the near 

future. To retain its vibrancy and its relevance over the long term, the chapters that follow 

provide guidance for stewardship. This document is a blueprint for change; its 

effectiveness will be measured by its stewardship by the Board of Selectmen, its funding 

by Town Meeting and outside sources, and its design review by the Historic Districts 

Commission.  
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 Boundaries  
 

One of the first tasks given to the Working 

Group was to define the limits and scope of    

the area to be covered by the Battle Green 

Master Plan.  The Battle Green and the 

adjacent historic properties that contribute to 

its enhancement need protection.  The Battle 

Green has been defined by several different 

boundaries in the past.   

 

The National Landmark designation (1962) 

included only the land found within the 

boundaries of Bedford Street, Massachusetts 

Avenue and Harrington Road.
7
  The Lexington 

Battle Green National Register District (1976) 

expanded the Landmark boundaries to include 

the properties immediately adjacent to the 

Battle Green, and did not include Belfry Hill.
8
  

By 2008, the Town of Lexington Historic 

Districts had expanded the Battle Green 

Historic District to include properties from 

Worthen Road to Winthrop Road along the spine of Massachusetts Avenue and extending 

a short distance down Hancock Street, Bedford Road, and other adjacent streets, 

including Belfry Hill.  Other historic districts were designated along Massachusetts 

Avenue, extending the historic district designations east to the vicinity of Hillside 

Avenue.
9
   

 

Today visitors are encouraged to explore the Battle Green Area from the Visitor Center to 

Ye Olde Burying Ground to Belfry Hill, to tour the property with the Battle Green Guides 

and with the Liberty Ride® and to visit the three historic houses operated by the 

Lexington Historical Society: Buckman Tavern, the Hancock-Clarke House (36 Hancock 

Street) and nearby Munroe Tavern (1332 Massachusetts Avenue).  (Buckman Tavern is 

owned by the Town of Lexington and operated by the Lexington Historical Society; the 

other two properties are owned and operated by the Lexington Historical Society).  

Citizens of Lexington re-enact the April 19, 1775 Battle and hold other appropriate 

ceremonies and events here, all carefully monitored by the Selectmen to ensure respect 

for its national significance.  As land held for the common good, the Battle Green 

continues to serve as the site where members of the community can voice their opinions 

about government policies and regulations, a sacred spot where the voice of the people is 

carried to those in charge.  Today the Battle Green is a complex blend of history, sanctity 

and public voice.  

 

After careful deliberation and public comment, we recommend that the boundaries of the 

Battle Green Area be defined by historic context and visitor experience.  Starting at the 

corner of Clarke Street and Massachusetts Avenue, the boundaries would run as follows: 

Fence, Ye Olde Burying Ground, Lexington  
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¶ Southwest down Clarke Street to the property boundary of Belfry Hill 

¶ Encircling all of Belfry Hill, following the property line from Clarke Street back 

to its intersection with Massachusetts Avenue 

¶ Northwest along the residential side of Massachusetts Avenue, including the 

street, sidewalk and right of way along Massachusetts Avenue 

¶ Crossing Massachusetts Avenue and following the street, sidewalk and right of 

way at the intersection of Massachusetts Avenue and Harrington Road 

¶ Turning down the lane to Ye Olde Burying Ground 

¶ Encircling all of Ye Olde Burying Ground, following the property line around the 

entire property and returning up the entrance lane to Harrington Road 

¶ Northeast along the residential side of Harrington Road including the street, 

sidewalk and right of way along Harrington Road 

¶ Crossing Bedford Street and Hancock Street, including the street, sidewalk and 

right of way at the intersection of Harrington Road, Bedford Street and Hancock 

Street 

¶ Turning southeast off Hancock Street and following the western edge of the 

Bicycle Path from Hancock Street to Meriam Street, including all of the town-

owned land between the Bicycle Path and Bedford Street 

¶ Turning southwest along the Visitor Center side of Meriam Street to its 

intersection with Massachusetts Avenue and across Massachusetts Avenue to the 

corner of Clarke Street at the place of beginning 

 

These boundaries include the Battle Green itself, the roads bordering the Battle Green 

(Harrington Road, Bedford Street and Massachusetts Avenue), Belfry Hill, Ye Olde 

Burying Ground and the land located between the bike path, and Bedford, Hancock and 

Meriam Streets including Buckman Tavern and the Visitor Center.  The Battle Green 

Area boundaries do not include the private properties, but do include all town-owned 

property adjacent to the Battle Green.  The boundaries were carefully drawn to include 

the intersections which mark the gateways to the Battle Green (Harrington Rd/ 

Massachusetts Ave; Harrington Rd/ Bedford Street; Massachusetts Ave/ Bedford Street).   
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Master Plan Boundaries, Lexington Battle Green, 2010 
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Historic Background  
 

Land and Buildings 
 

Lexington was settled in the mid 1660ôs by Cambridge, Massachusetts residents hoping 

to farm the land known as ñCambridge Farms.ò  When residents became frustrated with 

the long trip to Cambridge for Sunday meeting, the community petitioned the General 

Court for their own parish.  A small meeting house was built at the junction of the roads 

to Bedford and Concord (on the present Battle Green) in 1692 and the Town of 

Lexington was incorporated in 1713.   As the town grew, common land was purchased 

adjacent to the meeting house (1.5 acres in 1711, and 1 acre in 1722) to expand the 

building which served as public meeting house and worship space, to construct a school, 

and to use the Common for public purposes.
10

  

 

In December, 1773 the Lexington Militia was formed and adopted as its oath the pledge 

still sworn by todayôs company and written by the Rev. Jonas Clark, the Town Pastor: 

ñéWe trust in God that, should the state of our affairs require it, we shall be ready to 

sacrifice our estates and everything dear in life, yea, and life itself in support of the 

common cause.ò  Near the Common, the parsonôs house, a tavern, burial ground, and 

residential houses began to shape the town center.  On April 19, 1775 the Common 

became the site of conflict between British soldiers and colonial militia, launching the 

Revolutionary War. Throughout the 19
th
 century land subdivision and residential and 

commercial development continued around the common, creating a dense, compact town 

center.   

Artistôs rendition, Battle of Lexington, from an early 20
th
 century postcard 

 

In 1761, Isaac Stone presented a four hundred pound bell to the town.  A belfry was 

constructed on the hill belonging to Jonas Munroe (todayôs Belfry Hill).  The belfry was 

moved to the common in 1767 (it was located in two different spots on the common 

during its tenure there) where it summoned the militia to the Common on April 19, 1775.  

When the new meeting house was erected in 1794, the Belfry was sold to the Parker 



Lexington Battle Green Area Master Plan   Approved 3/1 4/2011  

Past Designs LLC Page 15 
 

family and moved to their farm in South Lexington.  They used it as a woodworking 

shop.  The meeting house was destroyed by fire in 1846.  The new church, constructed in 

1847, was located on a new site overlooking the Common (First Parish Church). The 

earlier meeting house foundation was filled and seeded to lawn.  As the town evolved, 

other religious institutions were established in Lexington.  Today five churches are 

visible from the Common and Belfry Hill.   

 

On April 18, 1891 the belfry was given to the Lexington Historical Society and placed 

back on Jonas Munroeôs old hill, where it was subsequently called ñBelfry Hill.ò  The 

belfry was destroyed in the gale of 1909.  An exact replica was built in 1910, and the 

Daughters of the American Revolution placed a plaque on the common commemorating 

the belfryôs location on the common. The bell currently hanging in the Belfry is a 19
th
 

century bell; no one seems to know what happened to the original Isaac Stone bell. 
11

  .   

 

Throughout much of the 19
th
 century the battle site continued to function as a New 

England traditional town common ï an ill-organized public space of casual paths and 

pasture.  In the early nineteenth century, it is described with a hollow oak stump in its 

center.  On November 6, 1820 the town committee reported that ñit is 66 İ rods [1,097 

feet] around the Common, and that a fence will cost $99.75.ò 
12

  

 

In 1806 a new road to Bedford was laid out, separating a triangular piece of land off the 

Common to form a grassy island where the present Bedford Street and Hancock Street 

intersect.
13

   

 

In January, 1840, the town voted to fence the Common with stone posts and wooden rails 

at a cost of $350.  In 1847, when the First Parish Society built their new church and 

vacated the Common, the town voted to ñfence, level and otherwise ornament the 

Common.ò
14

  Historic images from the eighteenth and nineteenth century illustrate the 

Common as a tree-edged open pasture ringed by stone post and wooden rail fence.  At the 

end of the century, the Common reverted from pasture to hayfield; the hay was auctioned 

off each year to a lucky town resident.   

 

The first photograph for the Common, an image dated 1865, shows the haying operation; 

the Common continued to be ringed by its granite post and wooden two-rail fence.  

Massive elms shaded the streets along the edge of the Common.  
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Lexington Common, c. 1875 (Lexington Historical Society) 

Lexington Town Common, c. 1865 (Lexington Historical Society 
























































































































































































